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Maine's only peer support & info line 
Does Closing of Loring 
AFB Mean the End of the 
Gay-Lesbian Phoneline? 
by Dick Harrison, New Sweden sustain what was the third 
After 12 years of largest town in Aroostook 
uninterrupted service, the County. As of September 
Gay-Lesbian Phoneline, a 30, 1994, that community 
project of Northern no longer exists. And its 
Lambda Nord, faces end may also mean the 
possible termination. It's end of our Phoneline. 
not because NLN cannot NLN's Gay-Lesbian 
affo1-d to pay the Phoncline was first 
phoncbills, nor is it established in 1982 with 
because we have no more the financial support of 
volunteers to staff the our "family" from 
Phoneline each week. It's Fredericton - the 
because we must find a insightful and generous 
new location to house the people at FLAG, 
Phoneline, and we don't 
know if we can. This need 
is a direct result of the 
closing of Loring Air Force 
Base, which has been a 
major employer in 
northern Maine, providing 
jobs directly to federal 
government employees 
and indirectly to the 
people who work for the 
numerous supportive 
services necessary to 
Fredericton Lesbians and 
Gays. Our friends in the 
New Brunswick capital 
knew how important the 
~-~ existance of a 
telephone 
helpline was to the 
strength and growth 
of a vital lesbian-gay-
bisexual community. After 
hearing that Lambda was 
interested in setting up 
such a service, FLAG 
volunteered the funds we 
needed to begin what was 
then and continues to be 
the only phoneline of its 
kind in Maine. 
During the past 12 
years, Lambda Nord's 
telephone number has 
found its way into 
countless guidebooks and 
resource listings 
throughout North 
America. The Phoneline is 
staffed by a team of 
volunteers, currently three 
gaymen, who answer calls 
every Wednesday evening 
between 7 and 9pm. In just 
two hours a week they've 
logged about 200 calls this 
past year: inquiries from 
teenagers who are unsure 
about their sexuality; from 
siblings of gay people 
wondering how to broach 
the subject with their 
lesbian sister or gay 
brother; from married 
men and women who are 
beginning to get in touch 
with suppressed feelings 
and need to talk; from 
transvestites and 
transexuals who have no 
one else in whom to 
confide; from people 
planning a trip to Maine 
who want information 
aboutBangor,Portland,or 
Ogunquit; from folks 
who've just arrived in 
Aroostook County and 
want to know where to 
find the nearest gay bar 
(surprise!). Inquires are 
from many communities 
and from a variety of 
people, straight, gay, and 
every place in between. 
For more than a 
decade Northern Lambda 
Nord's Gay-Lesbian 
Phoneline has been an 
anchor for lonely people, 
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for women and men just 
corning out, for newly 
arrived residents. It has 
served as a way for people 
to meet, make friends, and 
even find their special 
someone. The Phoneline is 
not a dating service, but 
there are several couples 
who are together today 
because they m.et as a 
result of calling the 
Phonclinc and then 
attending a Lambda event. 
For its first years of 
existance, tl1e Phoneline 
was located in Caribou in 
my home. Then when my 
partner, Phil, and I moved 
to New Sweden, the 
Phoneline followed. This, 
however, required a new 
telephone number with a 
New Sweden exchange; 
but unless you're calling 
from Caribou, calls to New 
Sweden are long distance, 
and the result was a 
decrease of incoming calls. 
Because of the generosity 
of a Caribou woman who 
owned a large business 
space on South Main 
Street, we built a small, 
small, small room (about 
5'x6') with its own outside 
door into which we placed 
the Phoneline; it again h~d 
a Caiibou phone number. 
But a few years later, when 
she sold the building, the 
Phoneline moved once 
more, this time into 
Roger's home, still in 
CP/POB 990 Caribou. Maine 04736-0990 USA Gay-Lesbian Phoneline!Telegai 207.498-2088 (TOONoice-Voix) 
Caribou, where it has 
remained since. He has 
generously opened his 
home as a weekly drop-in 
every Wednesday. There 
are sometimes more than a 
dozen people standing 
around his kitchen talking, 
reading magazines, and 
just getting to know each 
other better. But this will 
come to an end very soon; 
Roger's job, which is one 
of those which has been 
supportive of Loring, is 
going to Bangor, and he's 
going with it. So the 
Phoneline must move. 
Again. 
The NLN Steering 
Committee has discussed 
this crisis at the past two 
meetings. 111e word went 
out in the members' 
calendar that we need a 
new home for the 
Phoneline, and that it need 
not be a weekly drop-in; 
just a place for the 
telephone, a few files, and 
one volunteer each 
Wednesday. If at all 
possible, we want to keep 
it in Caribou to avoid 
changing the number. As 
one alternative to finding a 
willing individual to keep 
th e phone in her or his 
home, (no volunteers yet) 
we decided to see what 
renta.l spaces were 
available, since the Loring 
closure has not only 
created a glut of empty 
houses, but has also left 
Caribou with many vacant 
storefronts. 
Following Roger's 
suggestion, I investigated 
an offi ce space on South 
i\l:iin Str<'ct. :1110 it appears 
to be adequate and very 
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reasonably priced. It's a 
large room with almost 
200 square feet (more than 
twice the size of our 
current Library/ office 
space and larger than the 
current Phoneline room). 
There's plenty of parking 
on two sides of the 
building. The rent, which 
includes heat and 
electricity plus trash 
removal and snowplowing, 
is $125 per month. The 
Phoneline alive. We need 
12 people to each pledge 
$125, people who have the 
financial means and who 
care about the continuation 
of this service. They could 
sponsor their birthday 
month, or any month at 
all. Or if the cost of a 
month seems too much, 
how about two dozen 
sponsors, each pledging a 
week at $30, or two weeks 
for $60, or three for $90. 
the Phoneline is important 
enough that you will 
pledge a donation <luting 
the next few months. (A 
donation which is tax-
deductible, I might add). 
When you break down 
how much we need for a 
year ($1500) by the 
number of current NLN 
members (54), that's less 
than $28 per year or about 
53¢ each week from each 
member. 
Whether the 
r----------------------- Phoneline will be here for 
Progress lies in the direction we 
haven't been. 
Unknown 
No progress can be made without 
deviation from the norm. 
Unknown 
a 13th year is up to us. The 
Pat Robertsons.Jerry 
Falwells, and Carolyn 
Cosbys of this world would 
just as soon we fold up our 
tents and go away. So the 
next time you call 207 / 
498-2088, if you hear a 
recording which says, 
"111is number is no longer 
~--------------------- __J in service" you'll know 
only additional cost would Over the course of a year, why. I hope that when you 
be the phonebills. that's not a lot of money. call, you'll hear a live 
But can Lambda And we're not looking for person answer and say, 
afford to pay $1500 per the money up-front,just "This is the Gay-Lesbian 
year? Having this office the commitment that you Phoneline, may I help 
would allow us to move feel the continuation of you?" 'Y 
not only the Phoneline 
and its furniture, but the 
Library and office 
equipment into one space, 
sort of a one-room 
Community Center. But 
where can Lambda get the 
money we'd need to do 
this? And if we can't, what 
do we do with the 
Phoneline? September is 
less than two months away. 
That's our deadline. 
Well, here's an idea 
that was discussed at the 
July monthly meeting. 
Sponsorships. Pledges. 
Making a financial 
commitment to keep the 
r------------------, 
Win a $100 Shopping Spree at the store of your choice and Support the Building I 
Fund! Raffle tickets are $2 each or 3 for $1 (US=CDN), available at all NLN events I 
Gagnez un Faire la Fete de Shopping 100$ a la magasin de votre choix, et vous 
supportez notre projet de construire pour un centre communautaire! 
Billets: 1=2$, 3=5$ (CDN=US), disponible a toutes les evenements NLN. 
$10,000 
GOAL 
U.S. funds 
as of 
7 /10/94 
BUllDINGf UND 
The NLN Building Fund is designed to raise money 
for a community center for this region. The center 
would house the phoneline, library, office, meeting 
space, and party space. Since NLN is a 501 (c)3 
group, all donations are tax-deductible on federal 
U.S. income tax; merely ask for a receipt. Donations 
of .aoy amount · in either U.S. or Canadian funds . 
are grer1tly r1rrreciaterl T 
L------------------~ 
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A Milestone 
Has Been 
Reached 
people can work on this 
aspect of the listing at the 
same time. 
T11e book pockets 
which are found in the 
back oflibrary books have 
It can now be said that arrived. They are printed 
99 and 4o/ioo% of the with NLN's logo, name, 
collection of books in address, and telephone 
Bibliotheque Lambda, number, and have spaces 
Northern Lambda Nord's for due dates of the 
lending library, have been borrowed materials. The 
entered into the computer. steering committee put 
Sara completed the entries together a written policy 
at the latest Library Day regarding who may take 
July 10th. The next task is books out from the library, 
housekeeping, i.e. for how long, overdue 
reviewing the print-out of fines, etcetera. The library 
the collection (almost 900 policy and a compl~te 
volumes) to make sure that book list will be available 
there is standardization in to all members soon. The 
the manner in which the goal is to have a list ready 
books are entered: that the by October 1, 1994, the 
categories are all written date for membership 
the same ("Nonfiction" vs. renewals. 
"Non-Fiction" vs. "Non- The next Library Day 
fiction" vs. Non-fict''), that is in New Sweden Sunday, 
an author's name is August 7th starting at 3pm 
entered in exactly the same (Maine time) with a 
fashion every Lime (middle barbeque following at 
initial or no middle initial) around 6pm. We'll be 
etcetera. With more than putting the self-adhesive 
one:ris'· ,:ef • B . A . , 
book pockets into the 
books. Everyone is invited 
to come by and "check it 
out!" T 
May 1995 Conference 
Symposium 
XXIUpclate 
Toe Maine Lesbian 
and Gaymen's Symposium 
XXI, whose theme is 
"Coming Of Age," will be 
held Friday through 
Monday, May 26-29, 1995 
on the campus of the 
University of Maine at 
Presque Isle. A small but 
dedicated Planning 
Committee has been 
meeting regularly to put 
together this event. 
Committee members met 
with representatives of the 
University Conferences 
Office and reviewed our 
campus needs for 
Symposium. Rather ti:ian 
use classroom spaces m 
Folsom-Pullen Hall, where 
workshops and films were 
held at the three previous 
Symposia at UMPI, Lh<.: 
1995 evenl will Lak<.: 
advantage of the new 
Campus Center. Campus 
officials gave Symposium 
Committee members a 
tour of this new facility, 
which promises to offer 
spectacular new spaces fo r 
many of the workshops, 
films, Saturday evening 
banquet, and Saturday 
night dance. Even Kelly 
Commons, the dining hall 
which is attached to the 
Campus Center, will have 
undergone renovations in 
time for Symposium. 
Emerson Hall, the 
dormitory, will be used 
again to house conference 
participants. 
The Planning 
Committee has prepared a 
preliminary budget, is 
working on a grant 
application to help fund 
the conference, and is 
contacting several possible 
keynote speakers and . 
entertainers. More details 
will be available when 
plans become finalized. 
The next planning 
meeting is Thursday,July 
28 from 6:30-8:30pm in 
Presque Isle. The agenda 
will include finalizing the 
budget and reviewing the 
grant application, deciding 
which spaces at UMPI will 
be used for which events, 
reports on responses from 
possible keynotes and 
entertainers, and 
brainstorming on 
workshop topics and 
workshop facilitators. 
CoMMUNIOui PAGE 4 
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Anyone and everyone who 
has ideas or is even 
remotely. interested in 
Symposium is urged to 
attend. The Committee 
needs to increase in size. 
Call the Phoneline f~r 
directions to the meeting, 
207 I 498-2088. T 
The Rage 
Bangor Bar 
Closes its 
Doors 
Bangor's only bar for 
gays, lesbians, bisexuals, 
and our friends has closed. 
Do more than belon . • 
• participate 
HIV Te-sting 
Testing for HIV in Maine is both confidential and 
anonymous - they DO NOT need to know your name, 
address, phone. Testing in New Brunswick is confidential 
but NOT anonymous! Call "Health 1st0 in northern 
Maine for more information and an appointment. 
All Area Code 207 
· Fort Kent 834-3513 • Caribou 498-3798 
· Presque Isle 768-3056 • Houlton 532-0503 
Testing includes both pre- and post-discussion. There 
is a minimal fee to cover lab costs. T 
COMMUNIQUt publie dix fois par annee par 
NORTHERN LAMBDA NORD, une organisation 
pour la communaute gaie-lesbienne-bisexuelle 
au nord-ouest du Nouveau Brunswick et au 
nord du Maine (les comtes Madawaska-Victoria-
Carleton-Aroostook}. ABONNEMENTS · 10$ par 
annee. COT/SAT/ON NLN · 15$ par annee, 
dans lequel inclus la subscription. Les fond E-
U et canadiennes sont acceptes au par. Ceux 
qui ont de la difficulte financierement. des 
paiements a terme peux etre organisee. NLN 
est une organisation a but non-lucratif; toutes 
donations sont taxe deductible aux E-U 
seulement. Les tarifs de publicite dans le 
COMMUNIQUE sont disponable . Vos 
commentaires et contributions sont les 
bienvenue. 
The Rage, which was on 
Franklin Street, was owned 
by Randy, who's from 
Aroostook County. 
There's no word as to the 
reason for the bar's 
demise. The latest word is 
that the two men who had 
owned The Riverfront (the 
original name of The 
Rage), are looking for a 
space in Brewer in which 
to open a new club. T 
COMMUNIQUt is published ten times yearly 
by NORTHERN LAMBDA NORD, an 
organization serving the gay-lesbian-bisexual 
community of northern Maine and 
northwestern New Brunswick (Aroostook-
Madawaska-Victoria-Ca rleton counties). 
SUBSCRIPTIONS · $10 per year . NLN 
MEMBERSHIP · $1 5 per year. which includes 
a subscription. U.S. and Canadian funds are 
accepted at par. Low-income people may 
make arrangements to pay in installments. 
NLN is a non-profit organization; all donations 
are U.S. tax-deductible. Advertising rates in 
COMMUNIQUE are available upon request. 
Your comments and contributions are 
welcome. 
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